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Suggested by Peter Hayward, based on The Image of the Future 
by the Dutch sociologist Frederik Lodewijk Polak (1961). He was 
Jewish and a Holocaust survivor. 
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People remember the energy of youth and the sense of an unlimited future 
and compare it with the limitations of age. 
“The Good Old Days” 
Fear of death or debility colours opinions.  
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Restrictive covenants for land were finally banned inn Canada in 1950 
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Home of the Amazons (and Wonder Woman) 
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Avatar 
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Remember that more people were servants than had servants. All images are of 
fictional places – the real golden age never existed 
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Consumerism, wealth concentration, climate change, general exhaustion, wars, 
epidemics 
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Robert McCall 1983 Mural, The Prologue and the Promise (Disney Epcot Center) 
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Founded by George Ripley, a Unitarian, on principles of strict equality. Near Boston 
Thoreau:” As for these communities, I think I had rather keep a bachelor's room in 
Hell than go to board in Heaven."  
Went bankrupt – everyone wanting to be an intellectual, lack of labourers. 
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Sylvia Ziemann, "Accidental Utopia," 2017: Art Gallery of Regina, Saskatchewan A 
woman with wild hair plays cards with a party of bipedal animals, while elsewhere a 
group gathers around a fire. Other animals are occupied with solitary activities. “Their 
society is non-hierarchical, and not burdened by racism and sexism, by capitalism or 
greed,” says the show’s literature. “After an unnamed disaster, citizens realize that 
survival depends upon experimentation, play and cooperation.” Despite these 
positive assertions, a corpse hangs in a tree. Bombs and a house float in the pond. 
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http://www.gallerieswest.ca/locations/art-gallery-of-regina/
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Source: The Better Angels of our Nature by Steven Pinker (2011) 
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Source: openpop.org 
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Christopher Plummer on CBC: Sexual harrassment has been around “since the 
Phoenicians” and it’s high time it stopped. 
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Paris climate change summit 2015. 194 countries signed, US only one to withdraw 
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